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characterized by its singularity and complexity. He not only planned to localize
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he ultimately spent eleven years travelling throughout Ethiopia, from Tigray to
Harer, the Oromo countries, Innarya, Shewa and Begémdir, among others.14
The 18ath theodolite,
International Conference
His scientific equipment consisted mainly of a trip telescope,
“Movements
chains and pickets – to make observations and measurements, to study
the sky, in Ethiopia,
November
the mountains and the rivers, and to sketch maps. For this, he had 3worked
out 2012 (Wolbe
a method of data collection, “la géographie expéditive”, which
made
use of „Socio-cultu
National
Workshop:
natural landmarks.
Sugar and Irrigation Proje
His way of travelling was unique as he pursued a peaceful and(M
intellectual
ITIKU Gabrehiwot)
approach. Towards the end of his life, he gave a speech, entitled Credo d’un
The Mikael Iyasu Library: Mekelle
vieux voyageur, in which he explained the best way to travel safely and peacefully.
Family of the Late Mikael
One important lesson that he noted was that it was better not to travel with
International
Workshop on Docu
weapons, considering them as ineffective, just conveying a message
of conflict
Cultural
and aggressivity. He also valorized human sciences and found it mandatoryand
to Art Heritage
Research
Institute, Debre
learn local languages in order to integrate into the local cultures and to protect
15
Illustrated Conference Re
himself from translators whom he considered as often too unreliable.
In contrast to his brother who was strongly engaged inInternational
military activities,
Workshop on “Cult
d’Abbadie soon became a recognized scholar in Ethiopia. He succeeded
at MekelleinUniversity, 15 M
integrating himself within the circles of Ethiopian intellectuals and religious
From Ambivalence to Acceptance
elites in the traditional schools of higher learning of Gonder and other areas,
and was proud of being considered a memhir [a designation used in
forEthiopia,
learned University of
(Andreas
WETTER)
personalities who were active in teaching]. Moreover, he also became known
Workshop
“On the
through his Christian engagement. Between 1838 and 1840,
as he needed
to History and C
17-18 M
acquire more adequate scientific material, he used the opportunity Mekelle
of a tripUniversity,
to
– Zeusfellow
WELLNHOFER)
Europe to visit Pope Gregory XVI in Rome. He presented three
Ethiopian Christians to the Pope in order to demonstrate that “nos frères de
religion” [‘our brothers in faith’] deserve the support and the attention of the
Roman Church for an evangelization mission in Ethiopia.16 This activity lies at
the beginning of the later Lazarist (and much later Capuchin) missions in
A Journey
to in
Central
Ethiopia (then mainly encompassing the highlands) and further
south
the and Western
Oromo lands. For his involvement in this missionary project,
d’Abbadie
Did the
gold of was
the Aksumites or
awarded the Cross of Knight of Saint Gregory’s Order.
ongoing research on local
(Wolbert SMIDT, in collab
Abbadie, A. (d’), Radau R., op. cit. 1863; Abbadie, A. (d’), op. cit, 1890. The provinces and
independant kingdoms mentioned are just examples.
15 Abbadie, A. (d’), Credo d’un vieux voyageur, Paris, 1884. The same recommendations had been
made much earlier in his « Instructions pour les voyages d’exploration » in Bulletin de la Société de
Géographie, Martinet, Paris, 1867, p. 29-30.
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objects or manuscripts that he had ordered.24 When he had his personal ‘castle
of Abbadia’ built by the famous architect Viollet-le-Duc,25Dereje
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garment and his attitude, he characterizes and even serves as an allegory of the
Ethiopian nation, which d’Abbadie considered to be young, proud, combative,
intellectually enlightened and free. Its central positioning reveals the
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D’Abbadie’s distinctions are extremely numerous. The most glorious one was
his election as a member of the French Academy of Sciences in 1867 in
recognition for his geographical works concerning Ethiopia. He became one of
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the most important éthiopisants, and was consulted by numerous travelers and
scientists. In 1885, some years before his death in 1897,Dereje
he went
back– Markus
to
Feyissa
Virgil H
Ethiopia once more, aged more than 70, accompanied by his wife
Virginie.in the Horn of
Resources
During this last stay he felt nostalgic, given the increase of European
influence, Balázs)
(SZÉLINGER
which would profoundly change the mythic land of his youth.
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therefore not just the Amharic teacher and main source for d’Abbadie’s
Amharic dictionary, but also an experienced scholar, before he decided to
retreat to Jerusalem as a pilgrim and later as a monk.28
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The information in this paragraph is based on a reading and analysis of the portrait of
Tewelde Medhin and the scarce biographic information found in d’Abbadie’s writings and
other sources; see Wolbert Smidt, “Tewelde-Medhin ze-Aqewerq”, in BiographischBibliographisches Kirchenlexikon, vol. 33, 2012, München - Nordhausen: Traugott
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ITYOP̣IS vol. 2 (2012)
28

58
57

ITYOP̣IS vol. 2 (2012)

pro

Two Amharic letters of debtera Tewelde Medhin of Welqayt
Translation of letter I29 (s. fig. 2)
Dereje Feyissa – Markus Virgil Hoehne: Borders and30Borderlands as
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you, my dear,
and
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my
brothers.
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at
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and the fifthReports
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be the death of
Thetwenty?
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I have written this on Thursday, on the 21st of the month of Sené, in 1841 E.C.33 Amen.
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rented a house for ten girsh37 monthly payment. I am living only from what you gave me.
Now the only thing I have is twenty girsh.
Dereje Feyissa – Markus Virgil H
This letter has been written on Wednesday, 3 Meskerem 1842 E.C.38
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